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grandiose establishments the Radium Institute, new and decent,
but built on the modest scale of French university buildings,
seemed very poor. Mrs. Meloney also knew the Pittsburgh
factories where the radium ores were treated in mass. She
remembered their plumes of black smoke and their long lines
of cars laden with the carnotite which contained the precious
matter. . . .
* Here, in Paris, in a badly furnished office, face to face with
the woman who had discovered radium, she asked: "What
would you like to possess most?" And Mme Curie replied
gently: "I need a gramme of radium to continue my researches,
but I cannot buy it: radium is too dear for me."
Mrs. Meloney conceived of a magnificent plan: she wanted
her compatriots to offer a gramme of radium to Marie Curie.
On her return to New York she tried to persuade ten very rich
women to give ten thousand dollars each to buy this present,
but without success: she found only three Lady Bountifuls
disposed to make such a gift. "But why look for ten rich
women?'* she then said to herself. "Why not organise a
subscription among all the women of America, rich and poor?"
Nothing is impossible in the United States. Mrs. Meloney
formed a committee whose active members were Mrs. William
Vaughan Moody, Mrs. Robert G. Mead, Mrs. Nicholas F.
Brady, and Drs. Robert Abbe and Francis Carter Wood. They
launched a national campaign for the Marie Curie Radium
Fund in all the cities of the New World, and less than a year
after her visit to the "woman in the black cotton dress," Mrs.
Meloney wrote to Mme Curie: "The money has been found,
the radium is yours."
The generous American women offered Marie Curie inestim-
able help; but in exchange they asked her gently, amicably:
"Why should you not come to see us? We want to know you."
Marie hesitated. She had always fled from the crowd. The
trials and display of a visit to America, to the one country in the
world which most thirsted after publicity, terrified her*
Mrs. Meloney insisted and swept her objections away one
by one.